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SUB J : DEATH OF PRESIDENT OF TRAIAL FOR COUP MANQUE CONSPIRATORS 

1. ON SEPTEMBER 6 OFFICIAL ZAIRIAN NEWAGENCY ANNOUNCED THAT 
AIR FORCE HELICOPTER CARRYING GENERAL MASSIALA KINKELA 

KULU KANGALA, WHO PRESIDED OVER TRIAL OF COUP MANQUE CONSPIRATORS, 
DISAPPEARED SEPTEMBER 2 WHILE ON ITS WAY TO MOMA IN BAS ZAIRE. 
ACCORDING TO OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT, WHICH WAS MADE DURING 
MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COUNCIL SEPT. 5. MASSIALA WAS ACCOMPANIED BY 
MILITARY DOCTOR, A MEMBER OF HIS FAMILY, AND THE CREW OF THE 
HELICOPTER. 

THE PLANE REPORTEDLY DISAPPEARED SHORTLY AFTER IT TOOK OFF 
FROM KINSHASA. 

2. ON SEPTEMBER 6 WRECKAGE OF MASSIALA'S HELICOPTER WAS 
FINALLY FOUND WITH ALL PERSONS ON BOARD DEAD. A FUNERAL SERVICE 
WAS HELD SEPTEMBER 8 ATTENDED BY MOBUTU AND OTHER HIGH ZAIRIAN 
OFFICIALS. 

3. COMMENT: NEWS OF DISAPPEARANCE OF MASSIALA'S AIRCRAFT 
CAME THREE DAYS AFTER FACT. IT SEEMS THAT HELICOPTER HAD 
GENUINE MECHANICAL MAL FUNCTION AND MASSIALA'S DEATH WAS 
ACCIDENTAL, NE VRTHELES S , THE ZAIRIAN RUMOR CIRCUIT ATTRIBUTES 
THE CRASH TO FETICHEURS-THE EVIL EYE LAID UPON MASSIALA BY 
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PRESIDENCY SAYS THAT WHEREAS MOBUTU HAD INTENDED TO COMMUTE 
THE DEATH SENTENCES, HE MAY NOW BE FORCED TO EXECUTE THE 7 
KEY CONSPIRATORS SINCE TO DO OTHERWISE WOULD LEND CREDENCE 
TO THE RUMORS AND SHOW WEAKNESS. IN SUM, MASSIALA’S DEATH 
HAS STIRRED UP THE BASIC AFRICAN BREW IN WAYS WE FOREIGNERS CAN 
ONLY GUESS AT. 

WALKER 
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